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21 2018 • September , A ·~ Williamsburg, V 
Much is expected of lawyers in the world. They must 
provide advice and formulate strategies on many subjects, 
lead teams of lawyers and paralegals, "manage" their 
clients, manage their schedules, care for their families, 
find time for self-care, actualize their potential and yet 
maintain their humanity, always look good and always 
talk smart. Believe it or not, it is doable. Sometimes. 
·~· 11·1·11!4•111 
. 11111111 
\NILJJA~V[ & Nli\ RY 
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This year's Leadership Co nference co incid es with 
Willi am & Mary's ee l brat ion o f 100 yea rs o f co-edu ca t ion. 
In the fall o f 1918, 24 wo men were adm itted as und erg radu ate stud ents, 
making W&M the first p ub li c co-educational university in Virg inia. 
Today, Willi am & Mary women include pro fesso rs, dea ns, coaches, 
awa rd-winn ing sc ient ists, playwrights, poets, entrepreneurs, 
co mmu nity leaders - and th e 28th pres ident of the un iversity. 
The 1 OO th Ann iversa ry o f Wom en elebration will feature spea kers, performers, 
vents, and surprises . Th is y ar is not ju st for wo rn en - ·it is for the entire Tribe I 
www. wm.edu/1 OOyearsofwomen 
Seventh Annual Leadership Conference: Superwoman 
and Real Women - Leading, Following, Caring, 
Evolving, and Sometimes Making Do 
September 21, 2018 
8:15AM-8:40AM 
8:45 AM - 9:40 AM 
SCHEDULE 
COFFEE SERVICE AND WELCOME FROM DEAN DOUGLAS 
Hixon Center, Penny Commons 
PICK-A-PANEL SESSION 1 
Panel A: "The Need to Lead," Room 733 
Studies show that most leaders beg in to exercise leadershi p skill s in middle school. 
Others discover their leadershi p skill s in col lege. Only a few emerg e as leaders in 
middle age. How are leaders bui lt? Who were your influence rs? What leadership 
experi ences fo rm ed your leadership sty le? What challenges, se tbacks, or failures 
made you a better leader? How do you prepare for leadership moment s? Do you/ 
how do you seize leadershi p opportunities? 
Kristan B. Burch J.D. '98 
Sheyna N. Burt B.A. '98, J.D. '01 
Brandi Zehr B.A. '04, J.D. '09 
9:40 AM - 9:50AM 
9:50AM - 10:40 AM 
SCHEDULE 
Panel B: "Working as Part of a Team," Room 124 
Increas ing ly, lawyers work in co ll aborat ive teams. Thi s means adapti ng to d iffering 
work sty les, differing wo rk ethi cs, rac ial and ethnic d ifferences among members of 
th e tea m, reac tions to stress, react ions to "suggesti ons, " fl ex ib ili ty, sense of humor, 
meanness, and cooperat iveness . How are good tea ms bui lt and maintained? Wh at 
tr icks of th e trade let you achieve you r goa ls, bu il d your own skill s, pu ll your weig ht 
but not be exp lo ited? What are th e gend er dy namics with in tea ms? In a close 
wo rking environment, are offi ce romances inevitab le? 
Kimberly Hargrove J.D. 'OS 
Christine M. Shiker B.A. '93, J.D. '97 
BREAK 
PICK-A-PANEL SESSION 2 
Amanda Wieker J.D. '09 
Panel C: "Sandwiched Between Parents and Children," Room 133 
Here is th e jackpot quest io n: how do you balance the demands of a career, the des ire 
fo r a mea ning ful life out side o f the law, a ri ch engagement wit h every member of 
your family, th e unexpected cri ses that occur in every famil y, t he need fo r "a lone 
t ime," th e need fo r novelty, and the need fo r sleep? 
Hon. Cressondra Conyers J.D. '92 
Jennifer Daniel Kahl J.D. '15 
Nora Garcia Nickel J.D. '07 
Panel D: "Changing Firms, Chang ing Pract ices, Chang ing Your Life," Room 124 
Very few law yers remain in a wo rkp lace for a li fetim e. They move on, fin d something 
better, change th eir areas of interest, face the reali ty o f a child -fill ed home life, lose 
interes t in a trad it ional pract ice, lose their job, o r conclude th ey do no t love the law at 
all. O r, they do not love their spouse. A ll of t hese changes are common, defensib le, 
and often empowering. Th ey can also be sca ry, and even deb ili tat ing. How has change 
come to you or you to it? What were th e signs that you needed a change? What d id 
you fea r? How d id you crea te your "new se lf?" How is th e "new se lf" work ing out? 
Elizabeth C. Carver J.D. '84 
Joelle Laszlo J.D. '09 
Ann K. Sullivan J.D. '78 
10:40 AM - 10:55 AM BREAK 
10:55 AM - 11:25 AM BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Breakout 1 - "How Can I Build a Personal Brand Th at is Authenti c?" Room 134 
Sheyna N. Burt B.A. '98, J.D. '01 
Margaret Hardy J.D. '95 
Joelle Laszlo J.D. '09 
Christine M. Shiker B.A. '93, J.D. '97 
Breakout 2 - "How Can I Identify the Best Peop le With Wh om to Work?" Room 137 
Elizabeth C. Carver J.D. '84 
Ann Fairchild J.D. '96 
Wendy N. Reed J.D. '92 
Ann K. Sullivan J.D. '78 
Amanda Wieker J.D. '09 
SCHEDULE 
Breakout 3 - "What is the Worst Part of Your Job? Seri ously .. . " Room 133 
Kristan B. Burch J.D. '98 
Hon. Cressondra Conyers J.D. '92 
Shannon E. Daily J.D. '09 
Kimberly Hargrove J.D. '05 
Jennifer Daniel Kahl J.D. '15 
Nora Garcia Nickel J.D. '07 
11:25 AM -11:35 AM BREAK 
11:35 AM- 12:05 PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
12:20 PM-1:20PM 
1:35 PM- 2:20 PM 
Breakout 4 - "How Does One Cultivate Mentors and Champions?" Room 133 
Sheyna N. Burt B.A. '98, J.D. '01 
Hon. Cressondra Conyers J.D. '92 
Shannon E. Daily J.D. '09 
Ann Fairchild J.D. '96 
Christine M. Shiker B.A. '93, J.D. '97 
Breakout 5 - "How Do I Persuade My Cli ents I Am A Grownup?" Room 134 
Kristan B. Burch J.D. '98 
Jennifer Daniel Kahl J.D. '15 
Joelle Laszlo J.D. '09 
Wendy N. Reed J.D. '92 
Amanda Wieker J.D. '09 
Breakout 6 - "How Are Summer Associates Rea lly Judged?", Room 137 
Elizabeth C. Carver J.D. '84 
Margaret Hardy J.D. '95 
Kimberly Hargrove J.D. '05 
ALUMNAE LUNCH (by invitation) 
National Center for State Courts 
Nora Garcia Nickel J.D. '07 
Ann K. Sullivan J.D. '78 
"Building Resilience by Overcoming Fea r of Failure" 
Ann Fairchild J.D. '96 
Panel E: "Leaning In and Leaning Back - Do I Want to Be the Best o r Do I Want to 
Be Content? Can I Have Both?," Room 127 
"Satisfi cing" is defin ed as "a imin g to achieve only sati sfacto ry resul t s because the 
sat isfacto ry pos ition is familiar, hassle-free, and secure, whereas aiming for th e 
best-achievab le result wou ld call for costs, effo rt, and incurring o f ri sks." Are you 
a sat isfi cer? Or do you want more? In what areas of your li fe? What costs are 
reasonab le to be (or have) the very best? What efforts? What ri sks? Wh ere do you 
place yourse lf on th e " lea n in - lean back" spec trum? Ca n women who lean in co -
ex ist with women who lean back? Can we all get along? 
Jessica Arons J.D. '00 
Shannon E. Daily B.A. '06, J.D. '09 
Margaret Hardy J.D. '95 
Barbara Johnson J.D. '84 (Moderator) 
Wendy N. Reed J.D. '92 
BIOS 
Jessica Arons '00 
Senior Advocacy and Po licy Counse l 
fo r the Reprod uctive Freedom Proj ect 
Ameri ca n Civil Li berti es Uni on 
Washington, D.C. 
Jess ica Arons is the ACLU's Se nior Advocacy & Policy Cou nse l 
fo r Reproductive Freedo m. In thi s ro le, she supports ACLU 
affi li ates with po li cy needs; coo rdinates strateg ic init iat ives; 
and works to leverag e and integrate advocacy, lit igation, and 
organizing strateg ies regarding reprod uct ive hea lth, rights, 
and JUStice . 
Most recently, Ms. Aro ns se rved as pres id ent & CEO of the 
Reproduct ive Hea lth Techn olog ies ProJect and d irector of the 
Women's Hea lth & Rights prog ram at the Center for Am eri-
can Prog ress. She also worked for the ACLU's Rep rod uctive 
Freedom Project; James & Hoffm an, LLC; the Supreme Court of 
Virgi ni a; the Wh ite House ; and th e 1996 Pennsylvan ia Demo-
cratic Coord inated Ca mpaign. 
She is on the adv iso ry boa rd of If/Wh en/H ow and is a former 
boa rd member of the ACLU of Virg ini a and the D.C. Abortion 
Fund . She rece ived her Juris Doctorate from Willi am & Mary 
Law Schoo l and her Bachelor of Arts from Brown University. 
Kristan B. Burch '98 
Member and Co-C hair of Inte llectua l 
Property and Franchising 
Ka ufman & Ca no les P.C. 
Norfolk, Virg in ia 
Kr istan Burch is an equ ity partn er in the Li tigation Section at 
Kau fm an & Ca no les, P. C. She currently se rves on the Executive 
Committee fo r th e firm. 
After graduating from the Un iversity of Virginia (Bachelor of Arts) 
and Will iam & Mary Law School (Juri s Docto rate), she cl erked for 
th e Honorab le James E. Bradberry in the Un ited States District 
Court for th e Eastern Distr ict of Virg inia, Norfolk Division. 
Sin ce joining Kau fm an & Ca no les, P.C. in 1999, Ms. Burch has 
practiced in the Litigation Sect ion focusing on co nstructi on law 
and intellectual property with her o ffice in Norfolk, Virg inia. 
She is a member o f the firm's Government Contracts and 
Construct ion Law Pract ice Group and the f irm's Infrastru cture 
& Transportation Tea m. She is co-chair of the firm's Intell ectual 
Prope rty Practice Grou p. 
Ms. Burch served as Pres ident of th e Hampton Roads Chapter 
o f the Federal Ba r Assoc iati on from 2006 to 2007. She served 
as the Chair o f the Intellectua l Property Law Section from 2008 
to 2009 and served as the Chair of the Intell ectual Property & 
Inform ation Technology Section o f the Virginia Ba r Association 
from 20 10 through 20 11 . She served on as the Chai r of th e 
Constructi on and Public Contracts Law Section of the Virg inia 
State Bar from 20 11 to 2012. Ms. Burch served on the sta ff fo r 
the Harry L. Ca rr ico Profess ional Course fo r the Virg ini a State 
Ba r from 20 11 through 2014 and currently serves on the staff 
for the Profess ionali sm Cou rse for Law Students. She se rved 
two terms as the Chair o f th e Litigation Section of the Virg in ia 
State Bar from 20 15 to 20 17. She currently se rves on the Exec-
utive Committee of the Norfolk-Portsmouth Bar Association. 
Ms. Burch wa s se lected by her peers to be included in Virg inia 
Bus iness magazine's "Lega l Elite" from 2004 through 2017 and 
in Virg inia Super Lawyers from 2013 through 20 17. She wa s 
named Top 40 Under 40 by Inside Business in 2007. She has 
been listed in Best Lawyers in America from 2015 through 20 18. 
Sheyna Nicole Burt '01 
The Law Offi ces of Sheyna N. Burt, PLC 
Manassas, Virg inia 
Sheyna Burt is the owner ofTh e Law Office of Sheyna Nico le 
Burt, PLC, a law firm focusing on the representation of com muni -
ty associations, charitable nonprofits, and fami lies in Virgin ia and 
the Distr ict of Co lumbi a. She prid es herse lf on help ing cli ents to 
identi fy and achieve their goals, from the Homeowners Asso-
ciation Board trying to address crime in the community, to the 
orchestra raising money to remove barri ers to access to hea lth -
ca re, to the sing le mother desperate to help her kids succeed . 
Ms. Bu rt's lega l caree r bega n behind the sce nes in Judg es' 
Chambers - she se rved as a law cl erk to the Judges of the 
Circuit Cou rt for the City of Alexandria, Virg inia fo r nearly two 
yea rs. From there, she practiced insurance coverag e defense 
at a multinational law firm and community assoc iations law 
at a boutique firm before ope ning her own shop. Ms. Burt is 
freq uently invited to speak on matters of legal conce rn for 
orga ni za t ions such as the National Conference and Expo o f 
the Community Assoc iations Institute, the Washington Met-
ropo li ta n Chapter of the Com munity Associat ion's Inst itute 
Conference and Expo, the Neighbo rh ood Leaders Group, the 
Riverside Rehab il itation Ce nter, the Prince Willi am Co mmittee 
of 100, and the Prince Wi ll iam Cou nty Ba r. 
Ms. Burt graduated with honors from Wil liam & Mary with a dou-
ble concentration in Music and History in 1998, before receiving 
her Juris Doctorate from Wi lli am & Mary Law Schoo l in 2001. 
She was a found ing member of the Prince Will iam Co unty 
Chapter of th e National Coa li t ion of 100 Black Women, grad -
uated in 20 13 from Leadership Prince Willi am, is an Eld er fo r 
Stewardship and Finance for Covenant Presbyte ri an Church, 
and se rves on th e Boa rds fo r the Am erican Civil Li berties Un ion 
of Virgini a, Keep Prin ce William Bea utiful (Pres ident), Manassas 
Business Council (Secretary), and Prince William's Cou rt Ap-
BIO S 
pointed Spec ial Advocates- Court Intervention Services (Pro 
Bono Legal Counsel and Boa rd Member). 
Elizabeth C. Carver '84 
Partner 
Dowd Bennett 
St. Lo uis, Missouri 
Elizabeth Ca rve r is a partner with Dowel Bennett LLP in St. 
Lou is, where she focuses her practice on appe llate lit igation in 
federal and state courts. 
Before joi ning Dowel Bennett, she wa s a partner with Bry-
an Cave, wh ere she pra ct iced for 31 yea rs. Ms. Carver has 
successfu ll y hand led appea ls in a wide variety of substant ive 
areas, includ ing employment, bank ing, class action, produ ct 
liability, breach of contract, tort, and insurance matters. 
She has extensive ex peri ence represe nting defendants in ap-
pea ls invo lving large pun it ive damage awa rd s. Ms. Carver has 
argued cases before the Eighth Circu it, the Federa l Circu it, the 
Misso uri Supreme Court, and the Eastern and Western Distri cts 
of the Missouri Court of Appea ls. She has b riefed appea ls in 
those courts and others, including the Fifth and Seventh Cir-
cu its, the Arkansas Sup reme Court, and the Illi nois Appe llate 
Court. She has p repared amicus briefs on behalf of National 
Publi c Radio and the Prod uct Liabi lity Advi sory Council , and 
has worked on a numbe r of interlocutory appea ls and extraor-
d inary writ p roceed ings. 
In addition, Ms. Carver regularly consults with trial counsel on 
lega l issues such as d ispositive motions, Daubert motions, and 
class action ce rtifi cation . She also ass ists with tri al prepa ration, 
including pre-tria l motions and briefing, jury instruct ions, and 
preserving potentia l tria l error for appea l, as well as post-tri al 
briefin g. After graduating from Willi am & Mary Law School in 
1984, Ms. Carver clerked for the Honorable Floyd R. Gibson, Unit-
ed States Court of Appea ls for the Eighth Circuit. She rece ived 
her Bachelor of Arts deg ree from the University of Notre Dame. 
Hon. Cressondra Brown Conyers '92 
Presiding Judge, Chief Judge 
Juvenile & Domestic Relat io ns 
Distri ct Court 
Mathew s, Middlesex, and 
Gloucester, Virg inia 
Cresso ndra Brown Conyers is a nat ive of Hampton, VA. She 
graduated cum laude from Virg inia State Co llege with a Bach-
elor of Arts deg ree in Engli sh in 1977, and taught eighth grade 
English in Wi lliamsburg , VA for eleven yea rs. In May of 1992, 
Ms. Conyers rece ived her Juris Doctorate from Willi am & Mary 
Law Schoo l 
On May 14, 20 12, Ms. Conyers was elected by the Virg inia 
General Assembly as Juvenile and Domestic Relations Distr ict 
Court Judge fo r the counties of Glouceste r, Mathews, and Mid-
d lesex, making her the first elected Afr ica n-Ameri can judge to 
se rve in Virgin ia's 9'" jud icial circuit. 
Pr io r to taking the bench, Judg e Conyers served as the Ch ief 
Deputy Commonwealth's Atto rney fo r the City of Willi amsburg 
and the County of James City. Prior to coming to the Wi lliams-
burg/James City Commonwea lth's Attorn ey's Office, she was 
a Deputy Commonwealth's Attorney in Newport News, VA for 
eleven years, where she p rosecuted all types of cases, specia l-
izing in child physica l and sexual abuse cases. 
Judg e Conyers is a past pres ident of both the Peninsula Bar 
Association (PBA), and the W illiamsburg Bar Associati on 
(WBA), where she se rved as the f irst Afri ca n-American presi-
dent of the WBA. She is a charter member of the Willi amsburg 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta , Inc. 
Judge Conyers is or has been actively involved in teaching var-
ious aspects of law. She is an Adjunct Professo r at the Wil liam & 
Mary Law Schoo l, and has served on th e fa cu lty of the Nationa l 
District Attorney's Association's National Advocacy Center. 
In 2012 , Judge Conyers was awarded the Jane Matilda Bolin 
Award for Outstanding Lawyering by the Black Law Students 
Associat ion of Wil liam & Mary Law School. She has also been 
recog nized for her leadership by be ing awa rded the 2015 
Prentis Award by Wi ll iam & Mary fo r dist ingu ished servi ce to 
the Co llege and the Willi amsbu rg community. 
Judge Conyers is marr ied to Anthony Conyers, Jr. and to -
gether they are the p roud parents of three ad ult chil d ren, and 
the ad oring grandparents of four remarkab le g rand children, 
Brandon, Morga n, Avery, and "Berni e". 
Shannon Daily '09 
Assoc iate 
Hunton And rews Kurth LLP 
Richmo nd, Virg ini a 
Shann on Da ily is an Associate on the Bankruptcy, 
Restru ctur ing, and Creditors' Rights Tea m of Hunton Andrews 
Kurth LLP in Ri chmond , Virg inia. Her practi ce focuses on 
representing debtors, cred ito rs' committees, credito rs, 
and other parti es in in te rest in comp lex chapte r 7, 11, 
and 15 bankruptcies ; adversa ry proceeding s; commercial 
li t igation; loa n wo rkouts; reo rg anizations; rece ive rships; 
and co rporate recovery matte rs. Ms. Da il y also reg ularly 
provides lega l opin ions and adv ice in connection with 
complex transacti ons for asset based- lend ing, sa fe 
harbored financial contracts, asset secur itizations, condu its, 
de ri vatives and other financial hedges, REITS, REM ICS, rea l 
BI OS 
estate finance , and other capital markets tra nsacti ons. 
Ms. Daily enjoys hand ling pro bono wo rk, includ ing landlord / 
tenant d isputes for the Pro Bono Housi ng Unit at Lega l Aiel 
Justi ce Ce nter, internat ional chil d abdu ct ion cases, estate 
plann ing matters, and co rporate governa nce matters fo r loca l 
non-profits. Every yea r since 20 10, Ms. Dai ly has rece ived the 
E. Rando lph Wi lliams Award for Outstanding Pro Bono Service. 
She was also recog nized by Richmond's Style We ekly in 20 17 
as one of the "Top 40 Under 40." 
She is a 2009 graduate of Wi lli am & Mary Law Schoo l, where 
she was a proud member of th e Alternative Dispute Reso lution 
Team and the Bill of Rights Journal. Prior to law school, she 
attend ed William & Mary. She grad uated with honors as a mem-
ber o f Ph i Beta Kappa in 2006, with Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
French and Intern at ional Relations. Whi le at Will iam & Mary, she 
played cello with th e Willi am & Mary Symphony Orchestra , sa ng 
with the Willi am & Mary Opera Workshop, was the President of 
the Equestrian Team, and had the opportun ity to study abroad 
in Montpellier, France and Madrid, Spa in . 
Ann Fairchild '96 
Genera l Counse l, Reg ion 
North Ameri ca 
Siemens Co rporat ion 
O rl ando, Flo ri da 
An n Fairchild is General Counse l for Siemens North America 
as well as Senior Vice Pres ident, General Counse l & Secretary 
of Siemens Corporation in the Uni ted States. She oversees the 
lega l operations of Siemens in the Uni te I States and Ca nada. 
Ms. Fa irchild is an active business partn r to the regional execu-
tiv management o f Siemens, enhancing busine s strategy and 
po licy through pragmatic legal acJvi ce and the development of a 
·trong, diverse lega l organiza tion across North Ameri ca . 
Pri o r to her current position, Ms. Fairchi ld was General Counse l 
of Dresser-Rand, a Siemens Company, a well as the Head of 
Lega l fo r the US Projects Cen ter o f Experti se , the org anization 
resp nsible fo r providing legal support for the Power & Gas, 
Wind, Power Generation Servi ces and Mobility Divisions of Sie-
m ns. From 2008-2013, Ms. Fairchi ld was the General Counse l 
fo r the Oil & Gas Division of Siemens AG, based in Duisburg, 
Germ any; here, she had g loba l responsib ilities for the lega l 
affairs o f th e O il & Gas operations o f Siemens. 
Ms. Fa irchi ld is also the co -executive sponsor o f the Women's 
Inform ation Network at Siemens, or WIN@S iemens, a nati onal 
network committed to promoti ng the in cl usion, awareness and 
understand ing of issues and challenges fac ing women within 
the Siemens workforce. The purpose for WIN@S is to heighten 
awa reness and address the unique busin ess needs o f women 
at Siemens, which contri butes to Siemens co re va lues and 
supports th Siemens goa l o f inclusion by attractin g, reta ining 
and mo tivatin g a diverse workforce . 
She joi ned Siemens Power Generation Inc. in 1999. Prior to 
joini ng Siemens, Ms. Fa irchild wa s an associate with McG uire 
Woods in Mcl ean, Virgini a. She cle rked for the Honorabl e 
Tommy Mi ller, United States Distri ct Court, Eastern Distr ict of 
Virg ini a from 1996-1997. 
Ms. Fairchild obta ined her Bachelor of Science in Commerce from 
the Mcintire School of Commerce, University of Virginia in 1993, 
and her Juris Doctorate from Wi lliam & Mary Law School in 1996. 
Margaret Hardy '95 
Share ho lder and President 
Sa nds A nderson 
Frede ri cksbu rg, Virg inia 
As President of Sa nds Anderson, Marg aret Hardy brings 22 
years of leadership experi ence when advising clients and 
guid ing the firm 's g rowth and vision. She's a skil led attorn ey, 
combining her lega l ta lents with a genuine belief in the va lue of 
working together, motivating each other, and learning from one 
another. Ms. Hardy strateg ica lly guides operations and supports 
her cl ients' successes with forethought and pos itive leadership. 
In add ition to serving as Pres ident, Ms. Hardy is managing 
shareholder for the Frederi cksburg office and se rves hea lth-
ca re cli ents, loca l gove rnments, and businesses with comp lete 
lega l support. She also offe rs her ta lents as Group Leader of 
the Hea lthca re Group and member of the Governm ent, Busi-
ness, and Li ti gation Groups. 
A reg iste red nurse, Ms. Hardy applies her experi ence as a thor-
oug h and steadfast al ly for hea lth ca re clients navigating med-
ica l malpractice acti ons or discip linary actions. Her creative 
lega l so lution can further help businesses and professionals 
fac ing lit igation to look ahead and proactively add ress their 
unique needs. She also guid es loca l governm ents seeking re-
source ful and know ledgeable support. In add ition, she serves 
as special commiss ioner, effectively and effi ciently handl ing 
delinquent rea l estate ta x co llections. In this ro le, Ms. Hardy 
has helped recover millions of do ll ars of rea l estate taxes for 
several jurisdi ctions in Virg inia. 
Kimberly Hargrove '05 
Partner 
Troutman Sa nders LLP 
Tysons Corner, Virg inia 
Kimberly Hargrove is a partner in the Wash ington, D.C. office 
of Troutman Sa nd ers LLP and is a member of the firm 's fin ance 
pract ice . She jo ined Troutman Sander immed iate ly after g rad-
uating from William & Mary Law School in 2005. She worked 
BIOS 
in the firm 's Tysons Corn er offi ce for 13 years before recently 
moving to the D.C. offi ce . Her pract ice focuses on lend er 
representation in commercial real estate lending t ransactions, 
commercial finan ce, and troubled loan workouts. 
She represents a number of nati ona l, reg ional, and local banks 
and non-bank lenders in all aspects of secured and unsecured 
credit transactions, includ ing real estate acquisiti on; deve l-
opment and construct ion loans fo r many different types of 
commercial rea l estate; health-care lending transactions with a 
focus on the se niors housing industry; complex loans secured 
by many types of personal or bus iness assets; community 
deve lopment loans; loans to non-profit entities ; and loan 
purchases and sales . She leads a team of attorneys on both 
hallm ark rea l estate proJects in th e D.C. metro area, as well as 
rea l estate projects located across the country. 
Ms. Hargrove grew up in the Hudson Va ll ey, but after attend-
in g Will iam & Mary, has never since left the Commonwealth of 
Virg ini a. She is marri ed to form er Willi am & Mary Law Schoo l 
classmate Just in, an d they have two sons: Ryker (4) and Dax 
(20 mos.), 1 golden retri ever, and 2 cats (a ll males, whi ch is why 
she is happi ly attend ing thi s conference ). 
Barbara L. Johnson '84 
Founder 
BLJo hnsonLaw PLLC 
Washington, D.C. 
Ba rbara Johnson earned her Bachelor of Science (pre-med 
concentration in Chemistry) in 1975 from Hampton University, 
and her Juris Doctorate from Wi lliam & Mary Law Schoo l in 1984. 
Ms. Johnson began her professional career in 1976 at The Dow 
Chemica l Company as an analytica l chemist. 
After law schoo l, Ms. Johnson was a member of a three-perso n 
lega l depa rtm ent responsib le for all legal matters at Dow's 
Texa s operati ons. She was a partn er with Wickliff & Hall , PC. a 
minority-owned law firm in Houston, Texas, for 9 years and was 
an employment law pa rtn er with Paul Hastings LLP for 14 years. 
In 201 6, she founded BLJohnsonLaw PLLC. 
She also se rves as Counse l to the firm of Potter & Murd ock 
LLC. , and specializes in the representat ion of management in 
labo r and emp loyment matters rang ing from civ il rights d is-
crimin ati on to b reaches of contract. In addition, she represents 
compan ies before state and fede ral agencies and assists them 
with workp lace investigations, compli ance, and d iversity and 
leade rshi p p rog rams. 
Ms. Johnson was a member of the Board ofTru stees of the Wil -
li am & Mary Law Schoo l Foundati on, and se rved as its president 
(20 14-20 16) and vice pres ident (2012-2014). She is Chairman 
of the Boa rd of Governors fo r the Joint Center for Polit ica l 
and Economic Stud ies, Cha ir of the National Emp loyment Law 
Council, and a member of the Counse lors Council of the Linco ln 
Center fo r the Performi ng Arts. Ms. Johnson was most recently 
appo inted to William & Mary's Board of Visito rs in 20 17. 
Jennifer D. Kahl '15 
Associate 
Th e Heritage Law Group 
Newport News, Virgin ia 
Jennifer D. Kah l is a 20 15 Wi lliam & Mary Law School alumna. 
After part icipating in W&M's Elder Law and Veteran's Bene-
fits clini cs , she went on to practi ce Elder Law in the Hampton 
Road s area. She is current ly an assoc iate attorn ey at Th e Her-
itage Law Group where she speciali zes in Med icaid p lanning 
and estate admin istrat io n. 
Since her graduation three yea rs ago, Ms. Kahl and her hus-
band have had two new babies and started two new business-
es . Life is a flurry of d iapers, invo ices , spreadsheets, and court 
dates ! Jennifer has learn ed that there is no "ri ght way" to be a 
young female atto rn ey in the modern world. Each woman must 
d iscover what works best for her, ignoring what others beli eve 
about a "proper ca ree r" o r an "id eal family". 
She loves her job, and she loves her famil y' She has a great 
des ire to help other young women find simi lar happiness with 
their ca reers and famili es. 
Joelle laszlo '09 
Assistant Genera l Counsel 
Vencore, Inc. 
Washington, D.C. 
Joe ll e Lasz lo is the Seni or Counse l at Peraton Inc. , a Hernd on, 
Virg inia-based contractor offering cuttin g-edge space, inte ll i-
gence , cyber/signa ls intelligence , defense, homeland security, 
electron ic warfare, and secure communicat ions so luti ons to the 
U.S. Governm ent. She provides legal guidance to support all 
aspects of the business, with a focus on ensuring compli ance 
with Federal procurement processes an d procedures, team ing 
and subco ntracting cond itions and ob ligat ions, and operati on-
al and contract performan ce requ irements. 
Ms. Lasz lo is a 1999 g raduate of Yale Un iversity, and rece ived 
her Juris Doctorate from Wi lliam & Mary Law Schoo l in 2009. 
Immediately be fore JOini ng Peraton, she was the Ass istant 
General Counse l fo r Vencore, Inc., a lead ing provider of infor-
mati on so lutions, systems engineerin g, and analyt ics servi ces . 
In her first pos it ion foll owing law schoo l, she advised U. S. and 
mu lt inat ional cli ents in government co ntracts and export co m-
pli ance as an assoc iate in Reed Smith LLP's Global Regu lato ry 
I 
BIOS 
Enforcement Group in Washington, D.C. 
Ms. Laszlo has been a member of the Advisory Boa rd o f Wi ll iam 
& Mary Law Schoo l's Pu ller Veterans Benefits Cli nic since 20 15, 
and became its Co-Chair in 20 16. Her other notable pro bono 
work is serving as the reg istered agent and legal adv isor to The 
Espwa Foundati on, a Virginia grassroots non-profit dedicated to 
empowerin g Haitians to overcome poverty. 
Nora Garcia Nickel '07 
Partn er 
Troutman Sa nders 
Ri chmond, Virg inia 
Nora Nickel has more than eight years of experi ence in com-
mercial rea l es tate, specifically the mu ltifamily housing finance 
industry. She speciali zes in rep resenting many of the top 
national lenders in o ri g ination, sale and servicing of loa n trans-
actions sold to secondary market inves tors - p rim ari ly Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac. 
Ms. Nickel has been with Troutman Sanders LLP since sta rtin g 
as a Summ er Associate in 2005; in 20 16, she was made partn er 
where she current ly serves. She has served as lead counse l fo r 
poo l of 21 Fred d ie Mac CME loa ns secured by projects in 4 
sta tes totali ng $5 00 mill ion; she's also led the refinance of 17 
o f these propert ies . Ms. Nickel has served as lead counsel for 
the first ever Fredd ie Mac Reverse 1031 Exchange, a Cap ita l 
Markets Execution p rogram securit ized loan that perm its multi-
ple takeout options for the sponsor. 
Ms. Ni ckel current ly se rves on the Law Schoo l's Alumni Assoc i-
ation Boa rd and is th e current boa rd secreta ry and chair of the 
alumn i activit ies committee . She also is the Membership Chair 
fo r the Asian Pacific Ameri ca n Bar Association and has se rved 
as co-chair with the Virg in ia Ba r Association/Young Lawyers 
Division Committee and Lawyers for Arts. 
Wendy N. Reed '92 
Presid ent and Managing Shareho lder 
Wrig ht & Talisman 
Washingto n, D.C. 
Wendy Reed has p ra cticed energy law for over twe nty-five 
years. She has bee n consistently recognized by Chambers USA 
as a leader in the f ield, describ ing her as "a lmost superhum an 
when it comes to manag ing a d iverse g roup into a consistent 
regulatory position" in their 20 10 ran kings. In 20 18, Chambers 
noted, "Wendy's strengths are her deep wholesale power mar-
kets experience, and her ab il i ty to spo t issues and analyze their 
po tent ial ri sks and opportunit ies ." Ms. Reed is also recog nized 
in Chambers Global. 
Known for her depth of knowledge and superb hand ling of 
cl ients, Ms. Reed focuses her pract ice on representing electric 
utility cl ients before the Federal Energy Regu latory Commi ssion 
(FERC) and federal courts. She is particularl y focused on rep-
resenting transmiss ion owners in a vari ety of matte rs includ ing 
transmission rates, ta ri ffs, regional transmission organ ization 
(RTO) formation, and compliance. In add it ion, she has extensive 
experience counse ling the MISO Transmission Owners on all 
regulatory issues, as well as representing U.S. and Canadian 
enti ties on a wide range of electric regulatory matters. 
Prior to joini ng Wri ght & Talisman, Ms. Reed was an associate 
in the energy and admin istrative pract ices of a well -regarded 
Washing ton, D.C. law fi rm. While in law schoo l, she se rved as ed-
itor-in-chief of the William & Mary Journal o f Environmenta l Law. 
Christine M. Shiker '97 
Partn er 
Ho lland & Knig ht 
Was hing to n, D.C. 
Christine Shi ker is a partner at Holland & Knight LLP in the Wash-
ington, D.C. offi ce and is a member of the firm 's Land Use and 
Government Law Group. Ms. Shiker represents cl ients on a num-
ber of land use and zoni ng matters in the Distri ct of Columbia, 
including proceed ings before the Zoning Commission, the Board 
of Zoning Adjustment, and the District of Columbia Council. 
Ms. Shiker's experi ence incl udes processing planned unit devel-
opments and securing map and tex t amendments to the District 
of Columbia Zoning Regu lations before the District of Co lumb ia 
Zoning Commiss ion; obtain ing variance and special excepti on 
relief for p roperty owners before the District of Col umbia Boa rd 
of Zoning Ad justment; and p reparin g analyses and opinions on 
zoning and bu ild ing code issues. Ms. Shiker also is experi enced 
in securing public space approva ls before the District of Co-
lumbia Public Space Committee. Likewise, Ms. Shike r's practice 
incl udes pu rsuing leg islat ive changes and approva ls before the 
District of Columbia Council, includ ing alley and street closings 
and ded ications. 
Ms. Shiker serves as chair of Holl and & Kn ight's Women's Initia-






Ann K. Sullivan '78 
Manag ing Partner 
Sull ivan Law Group 
Norfolk, Virgi nia 
Ann Su llivan is one of the Sul livan Law Group's senior partners 
and leads the Employment Law Group. She has been recog-
nized as one of the best lawyers in America for Employment 
Law, Management and Employee. She has been voted Super 
Lawyer for more than a decade. She represents employe rs 
across the ful l spectrum of labor and personnel issues, inc lud-
ing ER ISA cla ims, Fair Labor Standa rds Act g ri evances, d is-
crimination actions, sexual harassment and wrong fu l d ischarge 
litigation. She has successfu ll y concl uded several coll ective 
actions under the FLSA 
Ms. Su llivan is marri ed to a form er prosecutor and defense at-
to rney, and she has two daughters and a son-in-law. She enjoys 
bei ng a master ga rdener, with a focus on commun ity garden-
ing; her affi li ati on with Rotary; The Muse Writ ing Center; and 
her extended family. 
Her prior civic commitm ents includ e teaching Eng lish as a 
second language; chairing the Boa rd of Trustees of the Norfo lk 
Public Li b rary and the Norfo lk Law Li b rary; serving as presi-
dent of the Norfolk Sunrise Rotary Club; co-chairing Paint Your 
Hea rt Out; chai ri ng the Virgin ia Ba r Association Civil Lit igation 
section; and Lawyers Helping Lawyers. She considers herself a 
lifetime learner. 
Amanda Flynn Wieker '09 
Admi nistrative Patent Judge 
United States Patent & 
Trade mark Office 
Washington, D.C. 
Amanda Wieker is an Administrative Patent Judge with the 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office's Patent Tri al and Appea l Board, 
where she p resides over inter partes tria ls concern ing the 
patentabil ity of contested, issued U.S. patents. She also hears 
appea ls from adve rse decisions of U.S. Patent Exam ine rs, 
rega rd ing pend ing patent app licati ons. 
Ms. Wieker began her career as a Patent Examiner, where she 
exa mined patent app licat ions for va ri ous mechanical technol-
og ies. After attend ing Wi lliam & Mary Law School, she jo ined 
the law firm of Ropes & Gray as a patent litigat ion associate. 
In that capacity, she li tigated patent cases before U.S. d istrict 
courts, the U.S. Court of Appea ls for the Fede ral Circu it, the 
U.S. International Trade Comm ission, and the Patent Tria l and 
Appea l Boa rd. In 20 14, she was appointed as an Adm in istrative 
Patent Jud ge. 
Ms. Wieker earned her Juri s Doctorate in 2009 from William 
& Mary Law School, and her Bachelor of Engineering from 
Vanderbi lt Unive rsity in 2002, where she studied Biomedica l 
En g ineeri ng. She is adm itted to the ba rs of the Distri ct of Co-
lumbia, Maryland, and the U.S. Pate nt & Trademark Offi ce. 
She lives outside of Richmond, Virgi ni a, with her husband 
Steve, and her two children, Li am and Owen. 
Brandi L. Zehr '09 
Partner 
W iley Re in LLP 
Washington, D.C. 
Brandi Zeh r advises ca nd idates, officeho lde rs, polit ica l parties, 
PACs, co rporations, trade associations, and other organ izations 
on compliance with all aspects of law concern ing the pol it ica l 
process, incl ud ing state and federal ca mpaign finance, ethi cs, 
lobbying, and pay-to-p lay laws. She's current ly a partner at 
Wiley Rein LLP. 
Ms. Zehr counsels cand idates runn ing for federal office at all 
stages of the electoral process. She rep resents clie nts befo re the 
Federa l Election Comm ission (FEC) in enforcement proceed-
ings, rulemaking comments, and advisory op inion requests. In 
addition, Ms. Zehr represents cl ients before the Office of Con-
gress ional Eth ics (OCE), U.S. House Committee on Ethics, and 
U.S. Senate Select Comm ittee on Ethics in ethics matters. 
Ms. Zehr's p rofessional experience includes: Law Clerk for the 
National Repub lican Senatoria l Committee; Associate Coun-
se l (2009) and Law Clerk (2007-2008) with the Repub lican 
National Committee (RNC); Outside Counse l fo r Governor Tim 
Pawlenty's Pres idential Campa ign; Deputy General Counse l for 
the Jeb Bush Pres idential Campa ign; and Counse l at the Offi ce 
of Commiss ione r Lee E. Goodman. 

